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UNCLAS SEOUL 6965 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BGEN, ECSM, KS 

SUBJECT: INQUIRY REGARDING ADDITIVE IN TANG 
REF: SEOUL 6787 

1 . COMMERCIAL SECTION HAS BEEN APPROACHED BY REPRESENTATIVES 
OF FINE SALES CO., A LOCAL FOOD DISTRIBUTION FIRM, REQUESTING 
ASSISTANCE IN DETERMINING THE TRUTH OF ALLEGATIONS THAT A 
CERTAIN PRESERVATIVE IN "TANG" BRAND BEVERAGE BASE IS 
HARMFUL TO HUMAN HEALTH. IN JULY 1978, THE FIRM IMPORTED 
THROUGH A LOCAL TRADER, $32,949.00 WORTH OF "TANG" AND SOLD 

IT IN THE LOCAL MARKET. 

2. ON AUGUST 8, THE KOREA TIMES AND THE KOREA HERALD CARRIED 
SIMILAR REPORTS THAT THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL 
AFFAIRS (MHSA) HAS PROHIBITED THE SALE OF U.S.-PRODUCED 
"TANG" AND ORDERED LOCAL GOVERNMENTS TO SEIZE SHIPMENTS 
ALREADY ON THE MARKET BECAUSE THE PRODUCT CONTAINS 
"BUTYLATED HYDROXY ANISOLE (BHA), AN ANTISEPTIC WHICH KEEPS 
FOODSTUFFS FROM DETERIRATING OR BEING OXIDIZED." (THIS 

HAS BEEN CONFIRMED BY THE DISTRIBUTOR) (QUOTE FROM 
KOREA TIMES). THE SAME ARTICLE CLAIMED THAT THE FOOD 
AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION OF THE U.S. HAS LONG PROHIBITED THE 
USE OF BHA BECAUSE OF ITS HARMFUL EFFECTS. 
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3. FYI: DONG SUH FOOD INDUSTRIES LTD., A TECHNICAL 
LICENSEE OF AND JOINT VENTURE PARTNER WITH GENERAL FOODS 
CORPORATION, WHITE PLAINS, NEW YORK, IS THE MAKER OF 
A BEVERAGE BASE PRODUCT ALSO CALLED "TANG" THAT REPORTEDLY 
CONTAINS THE SAME INGREDIENTS AS IN THE U.S.-PRODUCED 
PRODUCT BUT DOES NOT CONTAIN BHA. 
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4. IN THE KOREAN VERNACULAR PRESS OF AUGUST 8, DONG SUH FOOD 
INDUSTRIES PLACED A NOTICE, TRANSLATED AS FOLLOWS: 

" 1 . "TANG "PRODUCED BY DONG SUH FOOD INDUSTRIES, 

LTD. DOES NOT CONTAIN BHA (AN ANTISEPTIC), THE 
USE OF WHICH IS PROHIBITED BY THE KOREAN FOOD 
SANITATION LAW. 

"2. "TANG" PRODUCED IN THE U.S. USED (SIC) BHA, 

THE USE OF WHICH IS AUTHORIZED ACCORDING TO AMERICAN 
FOOD APPROVAL STANDARDS. 

"3. KOREA'S FOOD SANITATION LAW AUTHORIZES THE USE 
OF BHA ONLY FOR OILS, FATS, BUTTER. DRIED FISH, 

SHELLFISH, SALTED PRODUCTS, ETC." 

(THE KOREA TIMES REPORTS THAT MHSA LIMITS BHA TO 
0.2 GRAMS PER KILOGRAM OF THESE ITEMS.) ND FYI. 

5. ACTION REQUESTED: PLEASE CONTACT FDA AND DETERMINE STATUS 
OF BHA USE IN "TANG." EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE ANY 
INFORMATION ON REGULATIONS, ESPECIALLY THOSE REGARDING ALLOWABLE 
CONCENTRATIONS OF THE PRESERVATIVE IN BEVERAGE BASE. 

GLEYSTEEN 
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